Civilian Research

Stanley George Woodbridge

1886 - 1918

Field Name Field Data Source of data

Casualty Name Stanley George Woodbridge Obituary

Date of Birth c1886 FreeBMD
Stanmore 1901 census

Baptised 17/2/1886, parish of Harrow

Baptism register

Date of Death (from Spreadsheet)

19/12/1918

CWGC

Age at death (from Spreadsheet

32

Age in obituary is wrong
See age on gravestone, see marriage certificate,
see baptism register

Marital Status

Married to Irene Annie (nee Puddefoot),
14/3/1916, Christ Church, Brondesbury by

FreeBMD and gravestone
Marriage certificate (Ancestry)




licence

Children (if any)

John S Woodbridge, bn 1917 Mar Qtr,
Willesden Reg District

FreeBMD

Occupation prior to Call up

In 1911 he was a clerk at the Stock Exchange

1911 census

Parents Mr James & Mrs Annie Eliza Woodbridge, Obituary, 1911 census, Baptism reg (Ancestry)
Walwyns, Peterborough Road, Harrow and
previously in 1917 Bessborough Road,
Harrow (see newspaper 20/7/1917)

Listed Address(s) Chagford, Forty Lane, Wembley at time of Probate (see below, FMP)

death

Kenton’s Lane Farm, Harrow Weald
Roxborough Park

Roxborough Hotel

1911 census
1901 census
1891 census

Parents /Fathers occupation

Retired Hotel Proprietor
Retired Licenced Victualler

1911 census
1901 & 1891 censuses

Brothers and Sisters

James A Woodbridge (older), Sidney E
Woodbridge (older), Eva M Woodbridge
(older), Gilbert ] Woodbridge (older), Ernest
Edward Woodbridge (older)

1881-1911 censuses

Years at John Lyon School

University (if any)

Obituary

See below

Harrow Observer

Additional sources of data

War Memorials:

John Lyon School, plaque

https://memorials.iwm.org.uk/memorial/11204

John Lyon School, sundial

https://memorials.iwm.org.uk/memorial/11318

Harrow War Memorial

https://memorials.iwm.org.uk/memorial/11092

He is on the London Stock Exchange
memorial — there is a close up photo



https://memorials.iwm.org.uk/memorial/11204
https://memorials.iwm.org.uk/memorial/11318
https://memorials.iwm.org.uk/memorial/11092

Military Research

JLS WWI RoH WOODBRIDGE S.G.

CWGC Reference | https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/388011/woodbridge,-/
Age 32

DoD 19-Dec-18

Rank Capt

Regiment Northumberland Fusiliers

Location HARROW (ST. MARY) LOWER CHURCHYARD

Military details

Captain Stanley George Woodbridge, MC of the Northumberland Fusiliers died of wounds on December 19, 1918, at the age of
32.Because his death occurred over a month after the Armistice was signed on November 11, 1918, he is among the thousands
of service members who survived the intense fighting of the war but eventually succumbed to severe injuries or related
illnesses during the post-war demobilization period. Before the war, he worked at the London Stock Exchange. On the
battlefield, he was highly recognized for his leadership, earning the Military Cross (MC) for conspicuous gallantry. During one
particular action, when his company was completely halted by enemy barbed wire right before their objective, he personally
charged forward under blistering enemy fire to cut a path for his men, sustaining a severe gunshot wound to the chest just as
he finished. Though he sustained his wounds on the Western Front, he was evacuated back home to the United Kingdom for
medical treatment. He passed away in Harrow, Middlesex, England. Because he died on home soil, his body was not buried
overseas. He is buried in the Harrow (St. Mary) Lower Churchyard in Greater London, England (in the South West part).To honor
his wartime sacrifice, he is also commemorated on the London Stock Exchange Roll of Honour.



https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/388011/woodbridge,-/

Story of Sacrifice

Stanley George Woodbridge (1889 — 1918)

Stanley Woodbridge was a well-known Harrow sportsman and Old Lyonian who left his career at the London Stock Exchange to enlist at the outbreak of the
First World War. Rising from private to captain, he led his men in action, was awarded the Military Cross for distinguished service, and ultimately died from
wounds sustained in France in 1918.

Civilian Life

Stanley Woodbridge (c.1886-1918) was born in Stanmore and baptised in the parish of Harrow in February 1886. He was the youngest son of James and
Annie Eliza Woodbridge of Harrow. Before the war, he worked as a clerk at the London Stock Exchange and was also a prominent local sportsman. An Old
Lyonian, he captained the school football team in 1901—-02 and later captained the Old Lyonian Football Club for seven years. He was also a keen cricketer,
noted as a batsman, bowler and fieldsman. In March 1916 he married Irene Annie Puddefoot, and they had a son, John, born in 1917.

Military life

At the outbreak of the First World War, Woodbridge abandoned his civilian career and enlisted as a private in the 10th Royal Fusiliers (Stockbrokers) in
August 1914. After training at Colchester and Salisbury Plain, he was sent to France in July 1915. In January 1916 he returned to England to take up a
commission in the Northumberland Fusiliers, subsequently returning to France where he served as an acting captain and led his company in action.

His military service included repeated exposure to the fighting. On 16 June 1917, while leading his company, he was seriously wounded by a gunshot to the
chest. The bullet struck his revolver and caused it to explode. He was evacuated to England and treated at Salisbury, where he initially made a favourable
recovery.

It was for his conduct in the field that Woodbridge was awarded the Military Cross. The Harrow Observer reported that his colonel, in congratulating him,
stated that he had “thoroughly deserved it and more.” He was subsequently received by King George V and decorated with the Military Cross.

After recovering, Woodbridge returned to military service. He was attached to the West Yorkshire Regiment and went back to France on 3 September 1918.
On 23 October, he was severely wounded by a shell. His leg was amputated and he was brought back to England, but a further operation became necessary.
He died from his wounds at the Fourth London General Hospital, Denmark Hill, on 19 December 1918, more than a month after the Armistice. He was 32.
Woodbridge was buried with full military honours in the Old Harrow Churchyard. His name was also commemorated on the John Lyon School memorials, the
Harrow War Memorial and the London Stock Exchange memorial.

His death was particularly remembered by the Old Lyonians. In 1919, the club recorded that it had lost many members of its pre-war team, notably its
captain, Stanley Woodbridge, whose leadership and sportsmanlike example had contributed to the club's earlier success.

The following poem, published in the Harrow Observer on 27 December 1918, was dedicated to Captain Stanley George Woodbridge, M.C.:
TO A PAL
Dedicated to the late Captain S. G. Woodbridge, M.C.




Thou art gone! Old Pal, God bless thee.
Thou hast earned thy just reward.
That soul so dear, too good for here,
Was wanted by the Lord.

Oh, lion-hearted comrade,

That lovely life devine (sic)

Still lives to cheer one friend left here,
Dear old pal of mine.

Oh noble, generous patriot,
Who died for such as |,

And by thy brave example
Taught men how man should die.
Thou art gone to greet the others,
To fall into the line
And be with those, the Lord hath chose
For glory, pal of mine.

It's for the like of thee, old pal,
That the Grace of God is given;
Only brave hearts like yours, old pal,
Can hope to enter heaven.

We can only pray we may be
Strengthened by thy life so fine;
And hope at last to clasp thy hand
On High, old pal of mine.




Photos

Stanley George Woodbridge Original Photo Stanley George Woodbridge Al Enhanced Photo



Notes & Clipings

There are several references to Stanley playing cricket locally and in
1914 (before?) he was captain of the Old Lyonian cricket team

4 Sept 1914 Harrow Observer

Clip Transcript: 4™ September 1914
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Wounded in 1917, Harrow Observer 29/6/1917

Clip Transcript:
Wounded in 1917, Harrow Observer 29/6/1917
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LIEUT. S. WOODBRIDGE.

The news has been received that Lieut. Stanley Woodbridge, 13th
Northumberland Fusiliers, son of Mr. and Mrs. Woodbridge, of
Walwyns, Peterborough-road, Harrow, has been wounded. Lieut.
Woodbridge enlisted as a private in the R.F. in August, 1914, and was
sent to France in July, 1915. In January, 1916, he was sent to England
to receive his commission. He returned to France, where he has been
Acting Captain, and was wounded on June 16, receiving a gunshot
wound in the chest, the bullet striking and causing his revolver to
explode. He is now lying in hospital at Salisbury, where he is
progressing favourably. His many friends will wish the young soldier,
who is an Old Lyonian, and a late captain of the school football team, a
speedy and complete recovery.




13/7/1917 Harrow Observer
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Clip Transcript: 13/7/1917 Harrow Observer
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PROMOTION.—The many friends of Capt. Stanley Woodbridge, of
Bessborough-road, who was recently wounded in France, will be
glad to learn that he is progressing favourably and that he has been
gazetted Captain.




20/7/1917 Harrow Observer. Also reported in Dublin Daily Express
27/8/1917, Shields Daily News 27/8/1917, The Morning Post
22/10/1917
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Clip Transcript: 20/7/1917 Harrow Observer
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ANOTHER LYONIAN HONOUR

The many friends of Captain Stanley Woodbridge, youngest son of Mr.
and Mrs. J. Woodbridge, of Walwyns, Peterborough-road, Harrow, and
late of Bessborough-road, Harrow, will be glad to learn that he has been
awarded the Military Cross for distinguished services in the field. No
further details are to hand beyond the fact that his Colonel in his letter
of congratulation says he thoroughly deserved it and more. Captain
Woodbridge enlisted as a private in the R.F. in August, 1914, and was
sent to France in July, 1915. In January, 1916, he was sent to England to
receive his commission. He returned to France, where he has been
Acting Captain, and was wounded on June 16, receiving a gunshot
wound in the chest, the bullet striking and causing his revolver to
explode. He is now lying in hospital at Salisbury, where he is progressing
favourably. His many friends, in according their hearty congratulations
to the Old Lyonian and Captain of the school, will wish him a speedy and
complete recovery.




26 Oct 1917 The Harrow Observer

Clip Transcript: 26 Oct 1917 The Harrow Observer

1 MILITARY CROSS.-Among those who had the honour of being received by

the King on Satur-day was Captain Stanley Woodbridge, North-
umberland Fusiliers, who was decorated with the Military Cross.




Harrow Observer, 27/12/1918 ‘ Clip Transcript: Harrow Observer, 27/12/1918
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CAPTAIN S. G. WOODBRIDGE.
DIED OF WOUNDS.

It is with great regret that the sad news has to be recorded of the death of Captain Stanley George Woodbridge, M.C. He joined the 10th Royal Fusiliers as a private immediately on the
outbreak of war and trained at Colchester and Salisbury Plain. He was drafted to France in July, 1915, but returned to England in January, 1916, to take up a commission in the
Northumberland Fusiliers. He again went to France and saw a great deal of service, being wounded on June 16, 1917, whilst leading his company. It was during this action that he gained
the Military Cross. He was invalided home, but after a good recovery he was attached to the West Yorks, returning to France on September 3rd last. He was severely wounded by a shell
on October 23rd, and after having his leg amputated he was brought to England. He rallied for a time and hopes of his recovery were entertained. However, a second operation became
necessary, which proved fatal and he passed away on Thursday of last week at the Fourth London General Hospital, Denmark Hill. He was buried with full military honours in the Old
Harrow Churchyard on Monday last.

Captain Woodbridge, who was the fifth and youngest son of Mr. and Mrs. J. Woodbridge, of Walwyns, Peterborough-Road, Harrow, was born just upon 33 (sic. should be 32) years ago
and leaves a wife and son, behind him, with whom, as well as his bereaved family, the deepest sympathy is felt. He was an Old Lyonian and it was as a Lyonian that he became so well-
known and popular. He captained the School football in 1901-2, which was one of the most successful seasons the School ever had and for seven years prior to the outbreak of war he
had captained the Old Lyonian Football 1st XI. At School, and for the first few years subsequently, he played centre forward being a most dangerous shot, but in later years he filled the
position of left back with even greater success. In addition he was a dashing batsman, a good bowler, and a brilliant fieldsman. Stanley Woodbridge whilst at School gained and kept the
love and esteem of both masters and boys by the absolute straightness and open-heartedness of his character. It would not be wrong to say that he shared with the late A. W. Parker in
being the two most popular Lyonians that have ever been. He always had a cheerful smile, but never stood any nonsense. To the younger members he gave sound and encouraging
advice. To all who knew him the thought that his fine manly figure will not again be seen gives more than a passing pang. His memory will not easily die, certainly not amongst Lyonians.

Poem Transcript:

Harrow Observer, 27/12/1918

TO A PAL.

Dedicated to the late Captain S. G. Wood-bridge, M.C.

Thou art gone! Old Pal, God bless thee.
Thou hast earned thy just reward.

That soul so dear, too good for here,
Was wanted by the Lord.

Oh, lion-hearted comrade,
That lovely life devine (sic)

Still lives to cheer one friend left here,
Dear old pal of mine.

Oh noble, generous patriot,
Who died for such as |,
And by thy brave example
Taught men how man should die.
Thou art gone to greet the others,
To fall into the line
And be with those, the Lord hath chose
For glory, pal of mine.

It's for the like of thee, old pal,
That the Grace of God is given;
Only brave hearts like yours, old pal,
Can hope to enter heaven.
We can only pray we may be
Strengthened by thy life so fine;
And hope at last to clasp thy hand
On High, old pal of mine.




26/9/1919 Harrow Observer — impact of war on Old Lyonians football
team

Clip Transcript: 26/9/1919 Harrow Observer - impact of war on Old
Lyonians football team
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Other Research

Probate 1919

WOODBRIDGE Stanley George of Chagford Forty-lane

Wembley Middlesex captain H. M. Army died 19 December

i 1918 at No. 4 General Hospital Denmark Hill Surrey

6 / Probate London 4 March to Irene Annie Woodbridge
widow. Effects £2309 4s. 3d. ,

L

He was originally in the Royal Fusiliers, 10" (Stockbrokers) Battalion (FMP) also confirmed by Harrow Observer in 1914 article about locals signing up

Payment for Wife (FMP) Gratuity plus £100/yr
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Payment for son (FMP) — a yearly allowance until aged 18
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Image from
FindAGrave.com Note not
a CWGC stone. This is in
St Mary’s Churchyard,
Harrow on the Hill




