
   

 

 

 

John Percival Williams 

1894 - 1917 

Civilian Research 

Field Name Field Data Source of data 

Casualty Name 
 

J P Williams 
 
 
John Percival Williams 
 
There are 9 J P Williams on the CWGC but 
only this one has connections to local area 

On school plaque 
CWGC 
 
1911 census 

Date of Birth c1894 
Forest Gate, Essex (as it was then) 

 
1911 census 

Date of Death (from Spreadsheet) 2/6/1917  
Larkhill Camp (Salisbury Plain) having been 
kicked by his horse the day before 

CWGC 
Harrow Observer 15/6/1917 (see below) 



Age at death  23 From Harrow Observer 15/6/1917 (see below) 

Marital Status No mention in HO write up so I'd say no  

Children (if any)   

Occupation prior to Call up Only mention is that he was in the Special 
Constabulary before he signed up but no 
other occupation given in HO write up 
 
1911 he was a clerk in a stockbroker's 
office 

Harrow Observer 15/6/1917 (see below) 
 
 
 
 
1911 census 

Parents Mr Stephen Evans Williams & Charlotte 
Williams 

1911 census 

Listed Address(s) Enderley, High Road, Wealdstone 
Valentine, Spencer Road, Wealdstone 

1911 census 
1901 census 

Parents /Fathers occupation Publisher of a weekly periodical  

Brothers and Sisters 
 
 

Stephen George Williams (older), Thomas 
H Williams (older), Walter Reginald 
Williams (younger), Sidney Harold Williams 
(younger), Charles Ernest Williams 
(younger) 

Harrow Observer 15/6/1917 (see below) and 1901 & 1911 
censuses 

Years at John Lyon School   

University (if any)   

Obituary See below – none mention John Lyon 
School 

Harrow Observer (see below) 

   

Additional sources  of data   

War Memorials: John Lyon School, plaque https://memorials.iwm.org.uk/name/341008  

 John Lyon School, sundial https://memorials.iwm.org.uk/name/341342  

 Harrow Weald Street Shrine War Memorial  https://www.roll-of-
honour.com/Middlesex/HarrowWealdStreetShrine.html  

   

  

  

https://memorials.iwm.org.uk/name/341008
https://memorials.iwm.org.uk/name/341342
https://www.roll-of-honour.com/Middlesex/HarrowWealdStreetShrine.html
https://www.roll-of-honour.com/Middlesex/HarrowWealdStreetShrine.html


Military Research 

JLS WWI RoH WILLIAMS J.P. 

CWGC Reference https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/388037/williams,-/ 

Age 23 

DoD 02-Jun-17 

Rank Dvr 

Regiment Honourable Artillery Company (HAC) 

Location HARROW WEALD (ALL SAINTS) CHURCHYARD EXTENSION United 
Kingdom 

CWGC in process of uploading image of headstomes which will give us 
his age, hopefully. 

Driver J.P. Williams died in Fargo Hospital (located at the large military 
training grounds of Salisbury Plain, Wiltshire, England) on June 2, 1917. 
Driver Williams did not die on the battlefields of France, but rather 
passed away from illness or an accident while serving on the home front 
in the United Kingdom. He was stationed at or near the massive military 
encampments on Salisbury Plain when he was admitted to Fargo 
Military Hospital. This hospital was a major tented and hutted medical 
facility built specifically to treat soldiers training in the Wiltshire area 
during World War I. He succumbed there on June 2, 1917.   
Driver J.P. Williams did not deploy to the European theatre of 
operations (such as France or Flanders) during World War I. Why He 
Didn't Deploy Stationed in the Reserve: He was assigned to the Reserve 
Battery of the Honourable Artillery Company. The primary role of 
reserve batteries during the war was to train men and provide 
replacements for the active units serving abroad, rather than deploying 
as a whole unit. Home Service Status: He enlisted in London on January 
25, 1915. His entire service record took place within the United Kingdom 
on "Home Service."Location of Death: Because he remained in the UK 
for training and reserve duties, he was stationed at Salisbury Plain in 
Wiltshire when he fell ill or suffered an accident, ultimately passing 
away at the domestic Fargo Military Hospital. Because he never served 
in an active theatre of war overseas, he would not have been eligible for 
the British War Medal or the Victory Medal, which required a soldier to 
have crossed an official theatre boundary. 

 

  

https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/388037/williams,-/


Story of Scarifice 
 

John Percival Williams (1894–1917)  

John Percival Williams was a Wealdstone resident who worked as a clerk in a stockbroker’s office before enlisting in the Honourable Artillery 
Company in January 1915. He served on home service at Larkhill Camp on Salisbury Plain and died aged 23 in June 1917 after being severely injured 
by his horse.  

Civilian Life  

John Percival Williams was born in Forest Gate, Essex, around 1894. By 1911 he was living with his family in Wealdstone and working as a clerk in a 
stockbroker’s office. He was the third son of Stephen Evans Williams and Charlotte Williams, whose home was at Enderley on High Road, 
Wealdstone. His father was the publisher of a weekly periodical. Before enlisting, Williams was a member of the Special Constabulary. He was also 
connected with the Lower School of John Lyon, where his name appears on the school's First World War memorial plaque and sundial.  

Military Life  

Williams enlisted in London in January 1915 and joined the Honourable Artillery Company (HAC). He served as a Driver with the 2a Battery, 
attached to the 126th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery, and was stationed at Larkhill Camp on Salisbury Plain.  

He served in the United Kingdom and did not deploy overseas. He was assigned to the Reserve Battery of the Honourable Artillery Company. The 
primary role of reserve batteries during the war was to train men and provide replacements for the active units serving abroad, rather than 
deploying as a whole unit. On 30 May 1917, he returned to Larkhill after his final leave. On 1 June, he was severely kicked by his horse. He was 
taken to Fargo Military Hospital, where he died from his injuries the following day, 2 June 1917, aged 23. Williams was buried at Harrow Weald 
Cemetery on 9 June 1917.  
 
His funeral was attended by family, friends, fellow members of the HAC, members of the Special Constabulary and other local residents. The 
service concluded with the Last Post sounded by HAC buglers from the Tower. His death was recorded on the John Lyon School memorials and the 
Harrow Weald Street Shrine War Memorial.  He had two other brothers serving in the H.A.C. and another brother is with the Australian Field 
Force.   

  



Photo 

 
 

Williams Photo Original      Williams Photo AI 

  



Notes and Clippings 
 

Harrow Observer 8/6/1917 
 

 

 

WILLIAMS.—On June 2nd, at Larkhill Camp, as 
a result of an accident, Driver J. P. Williams, 
2/A Battery, H.A.C., aged 23 years, third son 
of Mr. and Mrs. S. E. Williams, Enderley, High-
rd, Harrow Weald. Funeral at Harrow Weald 
Cemetery, on Saturday, June 9th, at 2.45 p.m. 
"Gone but not forgotten." 

 

  



Harrow Observer 15/6/1917  

 

DRIVER J. P. WILLIAMS. 

It was with the deepest regret that the news was received in the district 
last week of the death of Driver J. P. Williams, H.A.C., third son of Mr. 
and Mrs. S. E. Williams, of Enderley, High-road, Wealdstone. The young 
soldier, who was only 23 years of age, enlisted in January, 1915, in the 
H.A.C., and was attached to the 2a Battery, attached to the 126th 
Brigade, R.F.A., stationed at Larkhill Camp. He was home on his final 
leave a fortnight ago, returning to camp on May 30. On Friday, June 1, 
he was severely kicked by his horse and succumbed to the injuries on 
the following day. Driver Williams was well-known in the district, where 
he had lived for a number of years. He has two other brothers serving in 
the H.A.C. and another brother is with the Australian Field Force. This 
brother obtained leave to attend his brother's funeral, which took place 
in the Harrow Weald Cemetery, on Saturday, the Rev. W. H. Pratt 
officiating. A large number of friends and relatives followed the remains 
to their last resting place, including a detachment of his comrades from 
Larkhill Camp, a following party, a firing party, a bearing party and 
bugler from the H.A.C. stationed at the Tower, and members of the 
Special Constabulary, of which the deceased was a member prior to his 
enlisting. Among the many floral tributes were those from Major Arthur 
G. Andrews and officers, H.A.C. and R.F.A.; 2nd Lieut. Godfrey E. Halsey, 
H.A.C.; comrades of the right 2a Battery, H.A.C.; comrades of the F Sub-
section H.A.C.; comrades of the B section H.A.C.; comrades of the centre 
section, H.A.C.; father and mother; George and Maud; Tom and Mary; 
Reggie, Sidie, and Ernie; Blanche; Aunt Lylia and Aunt Mary; Mr. and 
Mrs. Curry; Mrs. Drysdale Meikle; Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Powell; Mr. and 
Mrs. Arthur Harden; Mr. and Mrs. Comfort; Miss L. G. Cornwall and Miss 
D. N. Parsons; Mr. and Mrs. Mold and family; Clarice and Joan; Mr. and 
Mrs. E. Turner; Mr. and Mrs. Hay Taylor; Mr. and Mrs. A. F. Hammond; 
Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Borer; Mr. . and Mrs. A. R. 



 

Continued… 
 

 

 

Collins and Doris; Mr. and Mrs. J. Bodle; and the Wealdstone Special 
Constabulary. The principal mourners were: father and mother; Miss 
Harden; Gunner S. G. Williams, H.A.C. (brother) and wife; Driver T. H. 
Williams, H.A.C. (brother) and wife; Bomber W. R. Williams, Australian 
Imperial Force (brother); S. H. Williams (brother); Mrs. Thomas, Mr. and 
Mrs. A. Curry, Mr. E. A. Cave, Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Powell, Mrs. Harden, 
Second-Lieut. Godfrey E. Halsey, and comrades of the 2a Battery, H.A.C. 
from Larkhill Camp. Among the large number of residents and friends 
who assembled at the graveside to pay their last respects were Mr. and 
Mrs. A. E. Hammond, Mrs. Hay Taylor, Mrs. Mold, Mr. and Mrs. F. R. 
Carter, Mr. and Mrs. Gregg, Mr. W. H. Whitaker. It was a very impressive 
service and concluded with the "Last Post" sounded by the buglers of 
the H.A.C. from the Tower. 

  



 
HAC sign up 1915 
 

 

 

 

 

  



He doesn't have a CWGC grave stone.  Source: Find A Grave 
 

 

 

 

 


