
 

 
 

 

  Herbert James Wigg 

1889 – 1915 

Civilian Research 

Field Name Field Data Source of data 

Casualty Name 
 

H Wigg 
 
Herbert James Wigg 

John Lyon School war memorial 
 
Harrow Observer notice of death and CWGC grave registration (see 
both below) 
 
Correct link: https://www.cwgc.org/find-records/find-war-
dead/casualty-details/719666/herbert-james-wigg/  
 

Date of Birth 7/4/1889  birth 
20/7/1889 baptism 

Baptism reg and year confirmed by Virtual War Memorial 

Date of Death  27/4/1915 at Gallipoli 
Buried at sea 

From CWGC link below and Virtual War Memorials Australia 

https://www.cwgc.org/find-records/find-war-dead/casualty-details/719666/herbert-james-wigg/
https://www.cwgc.org/find-records/find-war-dead/casualty-details/719666/herbert-james-wigg/


Age at death  26 
 

From date of birth 

Marital Status   

Children (if any)   

Occupation prior to Call up An overseer at Deniliquin Stud 
Park, NSW 

Malvern News (see below) from Trove 

Parents George Herbert Wigg and Elizabeth 
Ann Wigg of 7 Aldred Road, 
Hampstead 

Baptism Register and 1891 census 

Listed Address(s)   

Parents /Fathers occupation Warehouseman’s Clerk 
Mercantile Clerk 
 

1891 census 
1889 Baptism Register 

Brothers and Sisters 
 
 

Ethel Wigg (younger)  Passenger list on way to Australia (Ancestry) 

Years at John Lyon School   

University (if any)   

Obituary   

   

Additional sources  of data   

War Memorials: John Lyon School, plaque https://memorials.iwm.org.uk/memorial/11204  

 John Lyon School, sundial https://memorials.iwm.org.uk/memorial/11318  

 Australian War Memorial https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/P11068722  

 Virtual War Memorial Australia (inc 
pic) 

https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/240143  

 Melbourne Grammar School WW1 
Fallen Honour Roll 

https://vwma.org.au/explore/memorials/5531  
or 
https://www.monumentaustralia.org/themes/culture/display/32398-
old-melburnians-war-memorial-hall 
 

https://memorials.iwm.org.uk/memorial/11204
https://memorials.iwm.org.uk/memorial/11318
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/P11068722
https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/240143
https://vwma.org.au/explore/memorials/5531
https://www.monumentaustralia.org/themes/culture/display/32398-old-melburnians-war-memorial-hall
https://www.monumentaustralia.org/themes/culture/display/32398-old-melburnians-war-memorial-hall


Military Research 
 

JLS WWI RoH Wigg H J 

CWGC Reference https://www.cwgc.org/find-records/find-war-dead/casualty-
details/719666/herbert-james-wigg/ 

Age 26 

DoD 27-Apr-15 

Rank Pte 

Regiment Australian Infantry AIF 5th Bn 

Location Lone Pine Gallipoli, Turkey 

Military details Private Herbert James Wigg (Service Number 517) died from wounds 
sustained during the Gallipoli Campaign on April 27, 1915.He was 
serving with the 5th Infantry Battalion of the Australian Imperial Force 
(AIF). His battalion landed at Anzac Cove on April 25, 1915, as part of the 
second wave of the invasion. He was wounded during the intense initial 
fighting against Ottoman forces and succumbed to his injuries two days 
later.Because he has no known grave, he is officially commemorated at 
the Lone Pine Memorial in Gallipoli, Turkey. His commemorative details 
are on the Australian War Memorial website. 
 
Australian National Archives indicate he was born in London in 1989. 

  

https://www.cwgc.org/find-records/find-war-dead/casualty-details/719666/herbert-james-wigg/
https://www.cwgc.org/find-records/find-war-dead/casualty-details/719666/herbert-james-wigg/


Story of Sacrifice 
 

Herbert James Wigg (1889–1915) 

Herbert was a London-born Australian soldier whose promising civilian life and sporting achievements were cut short when he became one of the 
first Australian casualties of the Gallipoli Campaign in 1915. 

Civilian Life 

Herbert James Wigg was born in London on 7 April 1889 to George Herbert Wigg and Elizabeth Ann Wigg. His father worked as a warehouseman's 
clerk, later described as a mercantile clerk. Herbert had a younger sister, Ethel, and attended the John Lyon School before emigrating to Australia in 
1900, when he was about eleven years old.  As the Harrow Observer reported: “He left Harrow many years ago now for Australia, but he is still 
remembered as a bright and lively boy, full of promise.” 

After settling in Australia, Herbert continued his education at the Church of England Grammar School, Melbourne, where he studied from 1901 to 
1909. During his school years he became an accomplished race walker, representing the school in inter-school athletics and winning the Victorian 
one-mile amateur walking championship while still a student. After leaving school he entered agricultural work and was employed as an overseer 
at Deniliquin Stud Park in New South Wales when war broke out.  

Military Life 

Herbert enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force, serving as Private 517 in the 5th Battalion, Australian Infantry. His battalion landed at Anzac Cove 
on 25 April 1915 as part of the second wave of the Gallipoli landings. During the intense fighting that followed, he was wounded and evacuated 
from the battlefield.  

Herbert died of his wounds at sea on 27 April 1915, two days after the landing, while being transported from Gallipoli. Because he was buried at 
sea, he has no known grave and is commemorated on the Lone Pine Memorial at Gallipoli. Contemporary reports described him as one of the first 
members of the Australian contingent to lose his life in the campaign. 

The Gallipoli Campaign ran from April 1915 to January 1916.  It was a huge and costly failure, especially for Winston Churchill whose idea it was.  
The PM, HH Asquith, fired him.  He then joined the Scots Guards in the trenches on the Western Front before being promoted to Lt Col and 
commanding the 6th Bn Royal Scots only to return to politics in Lloyd George's Government as Minister for Munitions. 

 

  



Notes & Clippings 
 

18/6/1915 Harrow Observer 
 

 

 

18/6/1915 Harrow Observer 
PTE. H. WIGG. 
"The Lyonian," the magazine of the Lower 
School, Harrow, announces that Herbert Wigg, 
of the Australian Contingent, is on the list of 
the killed. He was among the first to fall in 
operations in the Dardanelles. He left Harrow 
many years ago now for Australia, but he is still 
remembered as a bright and lively boy, full of 
promise. To Mr. and Mrs. Wigg and his sister 
the deep sympathy of the district is given. 
 

 

 

Grave Registration CWGC on above link 
 

 

 

Grave Registration CWGC on above link 
WIGG, Pte. Herbert James, 517. 5th Bn. 
Died of wounds at sea 27th April, 1915. 25. 

 

Malvern News, Victoria, Australia 5/6/1915 on Trove 
 

 



 

Malvern News, Victoria, Australia 5/6/1915 on Trove 
PERSONAL. 
Private Herbert James Wigg, who has died of wounds, was the son of 
Mr. G. H. Wigg, of Caulfield. He was educated at the Church of England 
Grammar School, Melbourne, entering in 1901, and leaving in 1909. He 
was in the school athletic teams which competed for "The Argus" and 
"The Australasian" cup at the combined public schools sports in 1906, 
1907, and 1908, winning the mile walk in each year. While still at school 
he won the one mile amateur walking championship of Victoria. On 
leaving school he went in for country life, and when he enlisted he was 
overseer at Deniliquin Stud Park, N.S.W. He was a member of the F 
Company, 5th Battalion (known as the public schools' company). 
 

 

  



 

From the Centenary issue of the Lyonian,  
researched by pupils 2014 
 

 

 

From the Centenary issue of the Lyonian, 
researched by pupils 2014 
Wigg, H 
Herbert Wigg was part of the Australian Contingent, one of the first to 
die in Dardanelles, Gallipoli. He was injured in the battle but died of 
wounds later on his way back. He was from (sic – he emigrated to 
Australia , not born there)  Australia and died on 27th April 1915. 
 

 The FTree on Ancestry says he emigrated to Australia in 1900  (see 
below) – he’d be 11 years old  
 
Emigrated to Australia 23/11/1900 on the Orizaba (Ancestry) 
 

 

  



 

Herbert James Wigg Casualty report 

 
 


