
 

 

 

 

Arthur Harry Wolseley Beatty 

1888 – 1917 

Civilian Research 

Field Name Field Data Source of data 

Casualty Name 
 

Arthur Harry Wolseley Beatty CWGC 

Date of Birth C1888 
London, St Peter’s Park  
Baptised 29/1/1888  St Peter’s 
Paddington 

CWGC 
 
Baptism entry (have copy) 

Date of Death (from Spreadsheet) 31/7/1917 CWGC 

Age at death (from Spreadsheet 29 CWGC 

Marital Status I’ve found no evidence of a marriage  

Children (if any) No  

Occupation prior to Call up In 1911 he was working as an 
Insurance Agent, aged 23 

1911 census 



Parents Joseph Bensley Higginson Beatty 
and Isabella Marcia Beatty (nee 
Lamb), of 24, Gayton Rd., Harrow-
on-the-Hill. 

CWGC 

Listed Address(s) Martlet, 30 College Rd, Harrow 1911 census 

Parents /Fathers occupation Medical Practitioner  

Brothers and Sisters Winifred Marcia [??Octavis] Beatty 
(younger) and one other yet to ID 

1911 census 

Years at John Lyon School   

University (if any)   

Obituary No actual obit but announcement of 
death in Harrow Observer, see below 
No probate documents 

Harrow Observer 

 Death announcement with picture on 
Find a Grave 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/11979114/arthur-
harry_wolseley-beatty  

   

 

Additional sources  of data 
Some of these contain same sources 

Passchendaele archives – online 
resources 

https://archives.passchendaele.be/en/soldier/141  

 A Street Near You https://astreetnearyou.org/person/927174/Second-
Lieutenant-Arthur-Harry-Wolseley-Beatty  

 

War Memorials: St John the Baptist Church, Station Rd, 
Greenhill, Harrow 

https://memorials.iwm.org.uk/name/340728  

 Harrow on the Hill war memorial https://memorials.iwm.org.uk/memorial/11092  

 John Lyon School plaque https://memorials.iwm.org.uk/memorial/11204  

 John Lyon School sundial https://memorials.iwm.org.uk/memorial/11318  
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Military Research  
 

JLS WWI RoH BEATTY A.H.W. 

CWGC 
Reference 

https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/927174/beatty,-arthur-harry-
wolseley/  

Age 29 

DoD 31-Jul-17 

Rank 2 Lt 

Regiment Manchester Regiment 19th Bn 

 YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL  

Location West-Vlaanderen, Belgium 

Military details Son of Joseph Bensley Higginson Beatty and Isabella Marcia Beatty (nee 
Lamb), of 24, Gayton Rd., Harrow-on-the-Hill. 
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Photos 
 

 
Beatty Family Photo AI Enhanced       Beatty Family Photo Original 

  



 

 
Arthur Beatty Photo #1 AI restored     Arthur Beatty Photo #1 Original 

  



 



 
Arthur Beatty Photo #3 AI restored      Arthur Beatty Photo #3 Original  

  



Story of Sacrifice 
 

Arthur Harry Wolseley Beatty (1888 – 1917)  
 
 Arthur Beatty was born at St James' Park, London in 1888 and was the son of Dr Joseph Beatty and Isabella Beatty. By 1911 he was living with his 
family in Harrow-on-the-Hill and working as an insurance agent. He was also active in the sporting and social life of the local community.  
 
 Civilian Life  
 
 Arthur's school days at John Lyon School formed part of his early life in Harrow, and his name is recorded on the school's First World War 
memorials. Beyond school, he took part in a range of sporting activities. He competed at local athletic meetings as a sprinter and hurdler, and 
contemporary reports described him as a successful jumper and an accomplished athlete.  
 
Arthur wrote poetry. In December 1907, the Harrow Observer published one of his poems: 
 

  MY FIRST HOCKEY MATCH  
By Arthur H. W. Beatty  

 
That evil hour shall I forget,  

Shall I forget that wretched day,  
When I agreed, in a moment weak,  

In a hockey game to play.  
I strapped my skates and seized my stick,  

And struck forth on the ice;  
And my impressions of the game  

Were anything but nice.  
They said I was to cover point,  

But with points they covered me.  
Points of sticks, and ends of skates  

Prodded my anatomy.  
I came off the ice with a broken arm,  

And both my legs were lame,  
And they carried me home on the waiting-room door,  

The night of the hockey game.   
 



 
In June 1909, he competed in the Harrow District Marathon Association Sports Day and finished third in the sack race! Arthur also took part in 
amateur dramatics. At a social held at St George's, Headstone, in March 1911, he appeared in a dramatic reading of Oliver Goldsmith's She Stoops 
to Conquer. He played three parts — the Landlord, Diggory and Sir Charles Marlow — and the newspaper recorded  "Mr. Arthur Beatty, ... trebled 
the parts of the Landlord, Diggory and Sir Charles Marlow, kept the audience highly amused, especially in his interpretation of the last-named 
character."     
 
 Military Life  
 
 After the outbreak of the First World War, Arthur joined the Civil Service Rifles. He served in Flanders and took part in fighting, including the Battle 
of Loos. During his service he was promoted to the position of bomber. In early 1916, newspaper reports stated that he had been sent to hospital 
in Bristol after suffering from illnesses associated with his work and exposure in the trenches. He subsequently returned to military service and was 
commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the Manchester Regiment, 19th Battalion. He was killed on 31 July 1917, aged 29, during the fighting in 
Flanders. His name is commemorated on the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial in Belgium.  
 
Arthur Beatty's recorded life encompasses his education and activities in Harrow, his work as an insurance agent, his poetry and amateur acting, 
and his considerable involvement in athletics, followed by his military service in Flanders during the First World War. He died on 31 July 1917, aged 
29, while serving as a Second Lieutenant in the Manchester Regiment.   
 
  



Notes & Clippings 
 

Published in the Harrow Observer 13/12/1907 
 

 

 

MY FIRST HOCKEY MATCH 
 
By Arthur H. W. Beatty 
 
That evil hour shall I forget, 
Shall I forget that wretched day, 
When I agreed, in a moment weak, 
In a hockey game to play. 
I strapped my skates and seized my stick, 
And struck forth on the ice; 
And my impressions of the game 
Were anything but nice. 
They said I was to cover point, 
But with points they covered me. 
Points of sticks, and ends of skates 
Prodded my anatomy. 
I came off the ice with a broken arm, 
And both my legs were lame, 
And they carried me home on the waiting-room door, 
The night of the hockey game. 
 

 

  



Harrow District Marathon Association Sports Day, 
25/6/1909 Arthur came 3rd in the sack race  
and his father was one of the judges 

 

 

...for the Rugby Club ran a good half. The sack race caused a great deal 
of fun, and additional entries being taken on the ground there was an 
excellent array. Arthur Hill was first, B. Randall second, and Arthur Beatty 
third. The final event was the Ladies’ Cycle Parade, which attracted eight 
entries, and the winner proved to be Miss C. L. Carter for an arrangement 
in green, mauve and yellow, and proved a popular win for the 
Cunningham Cycling Club, whose colours she adopted. Miss Nina 
Woodman was second, and Miss Vera Bode third. This concluded the 
events, which finished at the scheduled time, and at half-past six Lord 
Saye and Sele, who had been an interested spectator of the proceedings, 
distributed the prizes. In achieving this result too much cannot be said of 
the officials, who worked with energy and determination towards the 
common end—a successful athletic meeting at Harrow. 
THE OFFICIALS. 
Clerk of the course, Mr. W. J. Sholl (chairman of the Association); referee, 
Mr. J. Daffern; starter, Mr. Fred Jenny (professional); judges, Dr. Beatty, 
Messrs. J. A. Webb, J. H. Titchener, J. Strachan, G. C. Ellement, Otto 
Thomas, R. J. Owen, F. A. Armstrong, and V. Waterhouse; timekeepers, 
Messrs. S. Layton and A. G. Reynolds; handicappers, Mr. Daffern, Mr. V. 
Waterhouse, Dr Beatty, Messrs. J. Harrison, P. L. Godwin, T. McCreath, 
and W. Cooper; stewards, Messrs. R. W. Hockley, W. W. Druett, P. L. 
Godwin, R. Booth, E. Dew, H. Woodbridge, W. Cooper, H. E. Carman, T. 
McCreath, E. W. Meller, F. W. Page, R. White, E. W. Kay, H. Cave, G. 
Goss, C. F. W. Sandberg, W. Redmond, C. B. Pattrick, H. S. Tapley, and 
H. B. Sholl; dressing-room stewards, Messrs. M. Wadham, H. L. Britton, 
E. Woodman, and G. Houlihan; hon. secretaries, Mr. W. Cooper, Elmeroft, 
and Mr. R. White, Fritton, Pinner-road; hon. treasurer, Mr. E. W. Meller, 
Sorrento, Spencer-road, Wealdstone. 
 



Social at St Georges, 3/3/1911 – actor in play 
 

 

 

SOCIAL AT ST GEORGE'S.—One gets so used to good 

entertainments at St. George's, Headstone, that it is hardly 
possible to believe that one could excel another, but the 
verdict of the audience on Thursday evening on the occasion 
of Miss Emery's social was that they had never enjoyed 
themselves so much before. The entertainment took the form 
of a dramatic reading of Goldsmith's fine old comedy, "She 
Stoops to Conquer." Miss Emery, who took the part of Miss 
Hardcastle, was charming, and certainly conquered the hearts 
of the audience, whilst Mrs. Reginald Solly as Mrs. Hardcastle 
was really delightful. Miss Winifred Gascoyne, a sweetly 
prudent Miss Neville, was wooed in tender fashion by Mr. E. 
C. Baker as Hastings. Mr. L. N. Gascoyne, as Charles Marlow, 
had bashfulness and impudence alike at command, and a 
better Tony Lumpkin than Mr. S. F. Weatherilt could not have 
been found. Mr. W. D. Clarke, as Squire Hardcastle, was 
excellent, although suffering from a slight tendency to 
modernise the text, whilst Mr. Arthur Beatty, who trebled the 
parts of the Landlord, Diggory and Sir Charles Marlow, kept 
the audience highly amused, especially in his interpretation of 
the last-named character, whom he made to appear more 
farcical than dignified. The whole was delightful and decidedly 
"more-ish," so, if you please, Miss Emery 

 

  



Wounded 25/2/1916 Harrow Observer  

 

WOUNDED. 
GRENADIER A. H. W. BEATTY. 
Grenadier Arthur Beatty, son of Dr. and Mrs. Beatty, of 
24, Gayton-road, is in hospital at Bristol. The gallant 
young soldier, who was one of the finest athletes in the 
Harrow district, is well known on many athletic grounds 
in the country, and is one of the best jumpers that 
Harrow has produced. Soon after the outbreak of War 
he joined the Civil Service Rifles, and for the last six 
months has been doing his bit in Flanders. He has had 
many exciting experiences. His initiative stood him and 
the Regiment in good stead, and he was promoted to 
the dangerous position of bomber. He has seen much 
fighting and went through the battle of Loos without a 
scratch. His strenuous work and exposure in the 
trenches brought on pneumonia, gastritis, and 
neurasthenia. He was sent home, and is now in hospital 
at Bristol. Mrs. Beatty visited him on Saturday, and his 
many friends will be glad to learn that he is progressing 
as favourably as can be expected. 
 

  



In Hospital 3/3/1916, Harrow Observer 
 

 

 

IN HOSPITAL 
RIFLEMAN A. H. W. BEATTY. 
Rifleman Arthur Beatty, son of Dr. and Mrs. Beatty, of 24, 
Gayton-road, is in hospital at Bristol, as was reported in the 
last issue of the OBSERVER. 
Soon after the outbreak of War he joined the Civil Service 
Rifles, and for the last eleven months has been doing his bit in 
Flanders. He has seen much fighting, and went right through 
the battle of Loos without even a scratch. His strenuous work 
and exposure in the trenches brought on jaundice, gastritis, 
and neurasthenia, and he was sent home, and is now in 
hospital at Bristol. 
 

  



Death announcement 17/8/1917 Harrow Observer 
 

 

 

Death announcement 17/8/1917 Harrow Observer 
 
 
The last push on the Western Front has been responsible 
for a very large number of casualties, and among the big 
list are to be found many of our local men. This week is 
recorded the death of two young officers who were well-
known in several departments of social life in the district. 
Lieutenant Sutherland's name is among them. He was 
the son of Mr. J. M. Sutherland, a prominent member of 
the Harrow Presbyterian Church, of which also the 
deceased officer was a member, as well as taking a 
leading part in the athetetic side of that Church's 
activities. He was an all-round athlete, and gave promise, 
had he lived, of making a great name in that department 
of skill and physical superiority. Almost similar remarks 
might well apply to Second Lieutenant Arthur Beatty, 
whose death is recorded in this issue. This young officer 
also achieved fame in the realm of athletics, and 
although he had reached an age when superiority begins 
to wane, was always game for a sprint. He ran at many of 
the local meetings, and as well as being a sprinter was a 
good hurdler. 
SOCRATES 
 

  



Find a Grave https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/11979114/arthur-harry_wolseley-beatty 

 
 

Find a Grave https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/11979114/arthur-harry_wolseley-beatty 
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I think the stone memorial above may be the Menin Gate 

  



From Anniversary issue of the Lyonian, researched by students 

 

 

NOTE: RESEARCH CORRECTION: Would question that he was born and bpt at St James 
Park. His bpt was at St Peter's, Paddington (we found the entry) 
CWGC says his father's name is Joseph BENSLEY Higginson Beatty and this is confirmed by GRO. I 
think it's just a typo on part of students. 

 

 

 

 

 


