
 

 
 

 

Arthur James Edmund Bates  

1893 – 1917 

Civilian Research 

Field Name Field Data Source of data 

Casualty Name 
 

Arthur James Edmund Bates CWGC 

Date of Birth 1893 Registered in Watford Registration 
District in Dec Qtr 1893 
Born Chorleywood, Herts 

 
 
1911 census & CWGC 

Date of Death (from Spreadsheet) 30/7/1917 
Died in a military hospital in Highgate from 
wounds received in action 
 
He is buried in Chorleywood (Christ Church) 
Cemetery 
Buried 3/8/1917 

CWGC 
Parish Burial Register: see below 
 
 
CWGC and newspaper reports, see below 
 
Parish Burial Register 

Age at death (from Spreadsheet 23 
He would have been 24 later that year 

CWGC 



Marital Status Single – no report of a wife in any newspaper 
reports 

See newspapers below 

Children (if any) none  

Occupation prior to Call up Don’t know but he was studying something 
to do with Electrical at City & Guilds London 
in 1911 

 

Parents Son of Arthur Joseph and Jessie Ann Bates.  
The 1911 census records his mother as Eliza 
Ellis Bates. Jessie Ann is actually a second 
wife and his stepmother as confirmed by 
years married recorded on census and not his 
biological mother. 
 
Arthur Joseph Bates marr Eliza Ellis James in 
Mar Qtr 1900 in Brentford reg district 
 
A Mrs Clarke recorded by IWGC as next of 
kin. Who is she?  
Arthur Joseph’s first marriage to Jessie Ann 
Ware was in Wandsworth in Jun Qtr 1891 
I found a death entry for Jessie Ann Bates age 
27, in Mar Qtr 1898, registered in Watford 
reg district. She was Arthur’s biological 
mother 
Also, Arthur Joseph his father died 3/6/1911. 
Funeral described in great detail in The West 
Herts and Watford Observer 

CWGC 
 
1911 census 
 
 
 
 
 
GRO 
 
 
 
 
IWGC docs below 
 
GRO 
 
 
GRO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Newspaper – have on file 
 

Listed Address(s) Oakleigh, Chorleywood, Herts 1911 census 

Parents /Fathers occupation Builder & engineer  



Brothers and Sisters From 1st marriage: Hilda Jessie Bates (older), 
Sidney Edgar Bates (younger). From 2nd 
marriage: Caroline Louise Bates (younger), 
Margaret Bates (younger), Mabel Joyce Bates 
(younger) 

1911 census 

Years at John Lyon School   

University (if any) In 1911 he was described as an electrical 
student doing City & Guilds of London Inst 

1911 census 

Obituary See newspaper reports below  

   

Additional sources  of data   

War Memorials: Chorleywood Christ Church https://memorials.iwm.org.uk/memorial/1180  

 John Lyon School plaque https://memorials.iwm.org.uk/memorial/11204  

 John Lyon School sundial https://memorials.iwm.org.uk/memorial/11318  

  

https://memorials.iwm.org.uk/memorial/1180
https://memorials.iwm.org.uk/memorial/11204
https://memorials.iwm.org.uk/memorial/11318


Military Research 
 

JLS WWI RoH BATES A.J.E. 

CWGC Reference https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/364529/bates,-arthur-james-edmund/  

Age 23 

DoD 30-Jul-17 

Rank 2 Lt 

Regiment Royal Engineers 

Location CHORLEYWOOD (CHRIST CHURCH) CHURCHYARD  

Military details No military evidence of deployment overseas however numerous newspaper reports cite his service in France.   
Son of Arthur Joseph and Jessie Ann Bates. Born at Chorley Wood. 

 

  

https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/364529/bates,-arthur-james-edmund/
https://www.cwgc.org/visit-us/find-cemeteries-memorials/cemetery-details/39624/chorleywood-christ-church-churchyard/


Story of Sacrifice 

Arthur James Edmund Bates (1893 – 1917) 

Arthur Bates  was a Chorleywood-born Old Lyonian and Territorial soldier who went on to serve as a commissioned officer in the Royal Engineers. 
He died from wounds during the First World War and was buried in the village where he had been born and raised. 

Civilian Life 

Arthur Bates was born in Chorleywood, Hertfordshire, in 1893. He was the son of Arthur Bates, a builder and engineer, and Jessie Ann Bates. His 
mother died when he was young, and his father subsequently married Eliza Ellis Bates, who became Arthur's stepmother. Arthur grew up in 
Chorleywood with his brothers and sisters, and the family home was recorded as Oakleigh, Chorleywood, in the 1911 Census. 

His father, Arthur Senior, was a builder and engineer who died on 3 June 1911. Arthur was the eldest of the children from his father's first marriage. 
His siblings included Hilda Jessie Bates and Sidney Edgar Bates, together with his younger step-sisters Caroline Louise, Margaret and Mabel Joyce 
Bates.  

Arthur attended John Lyon School and, by 1911, he was recorded studying at the City and Guilds of London Institute as an electrical student.  

Military Life 
 

When the First World War began, Arthur was serving as a member of the local Territorial Force. He immediately joined the Royal Engineers and 
served in France in the ranks. In early 1917 he received a commission and became a Second Lieutenant in the Royal Engineers. Contemporary 
newspaper reports record that he subsequently returned to France.  
 
The Royal Engineers had been working underground since October 1916, constructing tunnels for the troops in preparation for the Battle of Arras 
in 1917. Beneath Arras itself there is a vast network of caverns called the boves, consisting of underground quarries and sewage tunnels. The 
engineers came up with a plan to add new tunnels to this network so that troops could arrive at the battlefield in secrecy and in safety. The size of 
the excavation was immense. In one sector alone four Tunnel Companies of 500 men each worked around the clock in 18-hour shifts for two 
months.  
 
After returning to the Western Front, it is likely Arthur engaged in this operation when was badly wounded in the face and shoulder by enemy fire. 
One contemporary report describes the weapon as a trench mortar. He was brought back to England and treated at military hospitals in Highgate 
and Portland Place. His condition initially appeared to improve, but he subsequently died from his wounds at the military hospital in Highgate on 30 
July 1917. He was 23 years old.  
 
Arthur was buried at Christ Church Churchyard, Chorleywood, on 3 August 1917. His funeral was attended by members of his family, including his 



sister Hilda and his brother Sidney, who was serving with the Australian Forces. Arthur James Edmund Bates's life therefore divided between his 
civilian education and family life in Chorleywood and his military service with the Royal Engineers. He began the war as a Territorial, served in 
France in the ranks, and later returned as a commissioned officer. Given the information we have available it is likely that Arthur James Edmund 
Bates was entitled to the Victory Medal, also called the Inter Allied Victory Medal. This medal was awarded to all who received the 1914 Star or 
1914-15 Star and, with certain exceptions, to those who received the British War Medal. It was never awarded alone. These three medals were 
sometimes irreverently referred to as Pip, Squeak and Wilfred. Eligibility for this award consisted of having been mobilised, fighting, having served 
in any of the theatres of operations, or at sea, between midnight 4th/5th August, 1914, and midnight, 11th/12th November, 1918. Women who 
served in any of the various military organisations in a theatre of operations were also eligible. It is very possible that Arthur James Edmund Bates 
was entitled to the British War Medal for service in World War One. This British Empire campaign medal was issued for services between 5th 
August 1914 and 11th November 1918. The medal was automatically awarded in the event of death on active service before the completion of this 
period.  
 
 

  



Notes & Clipings 
 

Burial 
 

 

 

Burial 
CHORLEY WOOD URBAN DISTRICT. 
CHORLEY WOOD (CHRIST CHURCH) CHURCHYARD. 
BATES, 2nd Lt. Arthur James Edmund. Royal Engineers. Died of 
wounds 30th July, 1917. Age 23. Son of Arthur Joseph and 
Jessie Ann Bates. Born at Chorley Wood. 
 

  



Obituary: Watford_Observer_21_July_1917 
 

 

 

Obituary: Watford Observer 21 July 1917 
 
Second Lieut. Arthur Bates, elder son of the late Mr. A. J. Bates, 
well-known in Chorleywood as builder and contractor, is very 
seriously ill in London. Originally one of the local Territorials, 
he has seen service in France, and early this year received a 
commission in the Royal Engineers. Soon after his return to the 
Front he was badly wounded in the face and shoulder. 
 

 

  



Obituary: Watford_Observer_04_August_1917  

 

CHORLEYWOOD. 
The Late Second Lieutenant Arthur Bates.—Another well-
known name is added to the Chorleywood Roll of those who 
have died for King and Country. We regret to report the death, 
from wounds, at the age of 24 (sic. he was 23) , of Second 
Lieut. Arthur Bates, R.E., who died in London early last Tuesday 
morning. He received his commission this year, and was 
wounded soon after his return to France, where he had 
previously served in the ranks. Badly wounded in the face and 
shoulder by a shell, he was brought to England, and for a while 
seemed to improve, but septic poisoning supervened. He was 
the elder son of the late Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Bates, and was well 
known and respected by everyone. Much sympathy is felt for 
his sister and brother (Mr. S. Bates, now with the Australian 
Forces). 
 

 

  



10/8/1917 Harrow Observer 
 

 

 

DEATH OF SECOND-LIEUT. BATES. — The news will be received 
with great regret by many Harrow friends that Second-Lieut. A. 
J. E. Bates, R.E., eldest son of the late Mr. A. J. Bates, builder, of 
Chorley Wood, and of the late Mrs. Bates, of Vaughan-road, 
nephew of Mr. J. H. Chatham, has died from wounds. 
Deceased, who was an Old Lyonian, was only 23 years of age. 
When war broke out he was a Territorial and immediately 
joined the R.E. He was sent to France and after service there 
came home and obtained a commission in the R.E. He was then 
sent back to France and was badly wounded on the head and 
shoulder by a trench mortar on June 3. He was sent to England 
and was in hospital at Highgate and Portland Place hospital. He 
was returned to Highgate and died there on July 30. The 
funeral took place at Chorley Wood on Friday, the chief 
mourners being Miss Hilda Bates (sister), Second Lieut. S. Bates 
(brother); Mr. and Mrs. Sulston and Mr. J. H. Chatham. The 
beautiful tokens of affection were sent by Mr. and Mrs. A. 
Thompson; Mrs. Vine; Mr. and Mrs. G. Clayton; Mr. and Mrs. F. 
Roberts; Mr. and Mrs. Gregory; Sir George and Lady Alexander; 
Mrs. Uff; Louise, Peggy and Joyce (step sisters); Hilda and Sid 
(brother and sister); Mr. and Mrs. Sulston and Jim; "old ladies 
of Solesbridgelane"; Miss J. Clark; Essen and Jenner; Mr. and 
Mrs. Pullen; Mr. Mavor; C.E.M.S.; Uncle Jim and cousins; Mrs. 
Downing, and Miss R. Downing. 
 

  



Funeral: Watford_Observer_11_August_1917 
 

 

 

Obituary: Watford Observer 21 July 1917 
 
Second Lieut. Arthur Bates, elder son of the late Mr. A. J. Bates, 
well-known in Chorleywood as builder and contractor, is very 
seriously ill in London. Originally one of the local Territorials, he 
has seen service in France, and early this year received a 
commission in the Royal Engineers. Soon after his return to the 
Front he was badly wounded in the face and shoulder. 
 

  

  



Grave registration – Research has failed to identify the true relationship to Mrs Clarke who is annotated as the next of kin."?   We think she might have 

been his sister Hilda Jesse Bates who had since married. As she shares the same initials. 

 

 
 

  



Imperial War Graves Commission 





 
 

  



Burial Register – it appears to indicate that he was interred with his mother (written in pencil) and he died at a military hospital in Highgate 

 
  



From Anniversary edition of Lyonian researched by pupils  

 

From Anniversary edition of Lyonian researched by students 
Bates, A J E 
Born in 1894 (sic. He was born in 1893 source: GRO), Chorleywood, to 
Arthur Jospeh Bates and Jesse Ann Bates. Arthur James Edmund Bates 
died 30th July 1917 from wounds aged 23 and buried in Christ Church, 
Chorleywood. 
From October 1916 the Royal Engineers had been working underground, 
constructing tunnels for the troops in preparation for the Battle of Arras 
in 1917. Beneath Arras itself there is a vast network of caverns called 
the boves, consisting of underground quarries and sewage tunnels. The 
engineers came up with a plan to add new tunnels to this network so 
that troops could arrive at the battlefield in secrecy and in safety. The 
size of the excavation was immense. In one sector alone four Tunnel 
Companies of 500 men each worked around the clock in 18-hour shifts 
for two months. 
Given the information we have available it is likely that Arthur James 
Edmund Bates was entitled to the Victory Medal, also called the Inter 
Allied Victory Medal. This medal was awarded to all who received the 
1914 Star or 1914-15 Star and, with certain exceptions, to those who 
received the British War Medal. It was never awarded alone. These 
three medals were sometimes irreverently referred to as Pip, Squeak 
and Wilfred. 
Eligibility for this award consisted of having been mobilised, fighting, 
having served in any of the theatres of operations, or at sea, between 
midnight 4th/5th August, 1914, and midnight, 11th/12th November, 
1918. Women who served in any of the various military organisations in 
a theatre of operations were also eligible. 
From the information available to us, it is very possible that Arthur 
James Edmund Bates was entitled to the British War Medal for service in 
World War One. This British Empire campaign medal was issued for 
services between 5th August 1914 and 11th November 1918. 
The medal was automatically awarded in the event of death on active 
service before the completion of this period. 
 



 


